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Today, it is no longer acceptable for a manufacturer to claim that its products are sustainable without 

providing evidence. So, the use of Environmental Product Declarations (EPDs) is growing in the 

construction industry. This increase is being driven by both new legal requirements and voluntary 

schemes. Amongst these, CEN TC 350 recently published a set of standards for the measurement of 

environmental impacts of construction products and whole buildings across the entire life-cycle and 

the European Commission (EC) is finalising a new environmental foot-printing methodology.  

RECOMMENDATIONS 

The participants of this half-day workshop came from various sectors of the construction industry, 

from CEN, from data providers and from the EC. Their conclusions may be summarised as follows:  

• This TBE workshop was the start of an absolutely necessary process; 

• Member States are developing LCA/EPD tools without any coordination or shared platform at 

EU level; 

• Industry is still facing a long uphill struggle when it comes to Life Cycle Assessment (LCA); 

• Building products are intermediate products that contribute to the sustainable performance 

of buildings. Hence, the contribution of building products to the overall performance needs 

to be considered at building level in order to avoid any biased or misleading conclusions;  

• There is an urgent need to harmonise LCA/EPD tools in the EU, especially when it comes to 

background databases and indicators. 

 

 

 

Tiles and Bricks Europe (TBE) promotes the interests of the clay brick, block, paver and roof tile industry in Europe. It 

provides a forum for its members to exchange information on technical development, sustainable construction and 

emerging issues. Our association was established in 1952. 

Our main partners are the European Commission, the European Parliament and the Comité Européen de Normalisation 

(CEN). 

Today, TBE brings together industry associations and companies from 21 European Union Member States plus Croatia, 

Norway and Switzerland. TBE represents more than 700 companies of all sizes, from SMEs to world leaders, and 1300 

productions sites from across Europe. Last but not least, we collaborate closely with our corresponding associations in 

Australia, North America, Russia and South Africa. 

 


